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 Decades of Funding Reports Analyzed: 
 
• Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for 

sewer, sidewalks, etc. 

• HUD Redevelopment funds 

• Housing Rehabilitation Funds, etc. 
 



For decades, Portsmouth, Va. used HUD CDBG 
funding: 

 to apply code enforcement selectively; 
 to condemn and bulldoze properties 

inhabited by African Americans; 
 Withholding relocation monies; 
 Refusing to build affordable housing for the 

displaced. 



 80% on Clearance  

◦ All in Black neighborhoods  

◦ Except one waterfront neighborhood 

 Less than 5% spent on Rehabilitation 

◦  All in White neighborhoods 

Between 1955 and 2004, the City spent 

 Over $100 Million 



1995 CDBG  
Inventory:          

651  
Landbanked 
Properties 

Landbanked 
Property 
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Black high 
   school 

Shopping 
center 

Public 
Housing: 
400 
units, 
100% 
Minority 

Residential 
Neighborhoods 



Landbanked 
property 
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Shaping the Political Landscape of Portsmouth, Va.   1990-2000 



        No residents 





 

 

Empty Blocks 

Illustrated 

2006 Aerial 

Photos from 

Google Earth 

(Can use USGS 
Orthoquads) 



Infrared Aerial Photograph Shows Bull-dozed Homes 
(Vegetative Layer) in Two Redeveloped 

Neighborhoods 
Hatttonsville 

Southside 



“Adopt-
A-Spot” 

July 17, 2009 Google Earth 

Portsmouth VA  Redevelopment and Housing Authority Property            
July, 2009 



“Adopt-
A-Spot” 

Fairwood Homes  
was a predominantly-minority neighborhood of 1500 affordable rental units.  

Purchased in 1984 for redevelopment to create new affordable homes, the new 
owners were thwarted when the City rezoned the property as office/commercial, 

specifying that it would not enforce Code.  Eventually exposed by the local 
newspaper, the City then issued 4,964 citations in one day.  Between 1980 and 

2000, 22 people in house fires – the last a 7-year-old girl. 

Photo:  The Virginian-Pilot, 2001 
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• Loss of homes; 
• No moving expenses; 
• Disenfranchisement; 
• Lower property values; 
• No new jobs; 
• Threats to Public Health: 

–Stress 
–Crime. 

 



• $1.8 million settlement for 
displaced residents  

 
• Establishment of a fair housing 

center in a nearby Virginia city. 
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